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Spring Business Meeting
Tuesday, April 3rd, 2001   7PM

at Lucent, Indian Hills South Building, Naperville

(Skittles begin at 6PM)

Meeting agenda to be distributed by President. 
You can expect to elect officers, set Playoff and Banquet schedules and decide on playoff format.

Driving Directions (see Map below)  :

From I-88 Westbound:
Take I-88 (East-West Tollway) west to Naperville Road North exit.  Go one block to Warrenville Road and turn left
(West) onto Warrenville Road. Parking and entrance are on South side of the building.

From North suburbs:
Take I-294 (Tri-State Expressway) South to I-88. Take I-88 West.  Follow directions above (I-88 Westbound).

From Midway area:
Take I-55 (Stevenson Expressway) Southbound to I-294.  Take I-294 North to I-88. Go West!  Follow directions
above (I-88 Westbound).

From Downtown Chicago:
Take I-290 (Eisenhower Expressway) West to I-88. Go West! Follow directions above (I-88 Westbound).
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ECC vs. CICL  RESULTSECC vs. CICL  RESULTSECC vs. CICL  RESULTSECC vs. CICL  RESULTS
25-Feb-200125-Feb-200125-Feb-200125-Feb-2001    

What can be said?  The CICL took  one  on  the  chin.

CICL had White on the even-number boards    

     CICL           Rating Team  CCCC              Rating     Score 
1.  Mike Stevanovic 2226    UOP   Dejan Maksimovic  2300    0-1 
2. Lenny Spiegel     2068    Fermi Mark Marovitch    2100    1-0
3. Stan Ilic         2058    Tyros Blair Machaj       2000     1-0 
4. Ed Buerger        2057    UOP   Ed Thomas          1950    0-1 
5. Tony Czerniecki   1986    Aces  Jim Egerton        1900  .5-.5 
6. Elly Solano     1973    Excal Vince Hart         1800    0-1 
7. Tom Friske        1945    Excal Ed Cummins         1750    1-0 
8. David Green       1911    Argon George David       1700    0-1 
9. Pat Sajbel        1902    UOP   Greg Witek         1620    0-1 
10 .Bob Stoltz        1853    Tyros Wally Alberts      1600    1-0 
11. Roman Golla       1813    Aces  Brian Egerton      1550    0-1 
12. Marty Franek      1757    Aces  Chris Nienart      1525    0-1 
13. Jim Duffy         1740    LeoB  Eric Dupuis        1520    0-1 
14. Frank Micklich    1648    UOP   Robert Tomazic    1500    0-1 
15. Erman Paraoan     1614    BankA Mark Engelen      1500    0-1 
16. John Zoellner     1436    BankA Rudy Padilla       1500    0-1 
17. Jeff Subek        1399    Kemper Zuhair Alkasaji   1375    0-1    
        

                                                                                                        CICL: 4.5           ECC: 12.5 

Thanks to Pat Sajbel, as always, for organizing the match and playing League Captain.
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Far West Division Cross Table
As of March 6, 2001
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compiled by ruben r. reyes

compiled by ruben r. reyes

The 2-point lead Lucent Technologies Dragons
had last month is down to a slim half-point after losing to
the Tyros 2-4 and drawing the Rooks 3-3. 

The Tyros have cut down the Dragons' lead to half a point
via two big wins: 4-2 vs. the Dragons and 5-1 vs.
Fermilab.

With only three rounds left to play, both the Dragons and
the Tyros are assured of a playoff spot as both have a
lead of over 3 points from 3rd place.  

The only thing left to decide is which team - the Dragons
or the Tyros - gets to be Far West Division champion for
the 2000-01 season.

CCDOC and Chargers are still tied for first at 5.0
match points with Pawns close behind at 4.5 points.

With five rounds to go, the top finisher in this Division is
too close to call among CCDOC, Chargers and Pawns. 
Only half a point separates third place from first and

second. So, anything can happen in the next four or five
rounds.
The Chargers have a tie-break advantage over Pawns,
having racked up a head-to-head score of 2.5-0.5 with
one match left. CCDOC at the moment have a 1.5-0.5 tie-
break advantage over Chargers with 2 matches left.
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An imaginative pawn sacrifice. Black's  f-
pawn can't be
taken as 2.gxf4
loses to 2...h4
with 3...h3 to
follow and 2.exf4
loses to 2...h4! 3.
gxh4 g3 (see
diagram right)
and Black's e-
pawn queens: 4.
fxg3 e6

2.Ke5 h4!

White's last move
was 1.Kd6, ex-
pecting to oust
Black from being
able to protect his
pawns. For ex-
ample, after 1...
Kg6 2.Ke6 Kg5
3.Kf7 (see dia-
gram right) Black
is in zugzwang .
And after 3...h4
4.gxh4+ Kxh4
5.Kg6 Kg4 6.Kf6
(see diagram
right) Black's in
zugzwang  and
must give way
such as in 6...
Kxg3 7. Kxf5
followed by 8.
Kxe4 winning.

1...f4!

(See diagram next column)

What a game.  Black's giving up pawns left
and right. Yet
White can't
accept any of
them. If for
example 3.
gxh4, then
3...g3 (see di-
agram right)
winning as 4.
fxg3 is met
by 4...fxe3
and 4.f3 exf3 5.gxf3 g2 queens the g-pawn.

3.Kxe4

For if now 3...h3 White catches up with the
h-pawn: 4.gxh3 gxh3 5.Kf3 h2 6.Kg2.

3....f3!! 1-0

Interference!! After 4.gxf3 (forced)  4...h3
White won't be able to catch up with the h-
pawn because his path to h1 is blocked by
his own f-pawn. So White resigned.

Quite a remarkable and imagitive ending. 

An imaginative attack in an ending comprising only of king and pawns is always a sight to
behold.

In a game between GM Arturo Pomar of Spain and a compatriot Cuadras (Olot, 1974), see
Diagram 1 below, the position seemed to pose no danger for White.  So White made an attempt
to zugzwang  Black out of position from keeping the black pawns protected. What followed is
really something to see.

The Finishing Touch
by Ruben R. Reyes
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