Chess Club Teams in the CICL

What's this? The CICL now allows chess clubs to field teams in the CICL.  This started with the 2004/2005 season.  Efforts to encourage them to do so are underway.

Who can play for a club team? Each person playing for a club team must be a member in good standing of that chess club, and of age 16 or older.

Can employees of a company that fields a CICL team play for a club team?  No.  Players who are current employees of a company that fields a CICL team are not eligible to play on a club team. A former employee of a company that has eligibility for that company's CICL team may play either for that company team or for a chess club that he qualifies to play for (but not both in one season).

Can any group of players call themselves a chess club?  No.  For a chess club to field a team in the CICL, it is to be an Illinois Chess Association affiliate, be open to the public, and meet regularly (twice a month or more) at a regular meeting site.  A team that represents some definite organizations, even if it does not meet all these qualifications, may apply to join the CICL.

How does a club team join? Each club team that is new to the CICL must be accepted by vote of the CICL.  At the Fall business meeting (usually in late August), each club team (new and returning) submits a written team roster and their home playing site.  Or, a club team can play all matches at their opponents' site. The team roster lists each player's name and rating (or estimate).

Does CICL play compete with the club's usual activities? CICL team play is an additional offering for a club that may attract new members to a club, or help retain current members.

Does a club team have to play its CICL matches at their club's site, or on their regular club's meeting night?  No, for both.

So can a club team play anywhere?  No.  Each club team must have a suitable playing site for conducting home matches (which includes being close to the other teams in their Division), or else they must be willing to play all their matches at their opponents' home site. To avoid site restrictions from leading to problems with scheduling matches, which evenings during the week the site will be available is also to be considered.  Note that a team representing a club whose club site is close to one Division can play in another Division (e.g. their members work close to that Division), as long as they have another and suitable playing site, or they play their matches at their opponent's site.

I've heard that club teams have a "Rating Cap", what's that?  Company teams are restricted to only employees and certain former employees.  To help level the competition, a club team is also restricted, but by means of the rating cap.  For each CICL match, the average CICL rating of the players on the six counting boards of a club team must not exceed the rating cap of 1900.  (For players without a CICL rating, the estimated rating from the club team's team roster is used until they receive a CICL rating). Clubs with lots of strong players should consider forming multiple CICL teams. There is no rating cap on the entire roster of a club team.

Can club teams win the Division trophies, and fully participate in the playoffs? Yes.

Is a club team's roster of players and playing site fixed for the entire season?  A club team may add players or changing playing site, with consent of their Division chairman and League president.  

