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Entry #14 Best Endgame Play

White: L. Sagalovsky (FERMI 1912) Black: M. Cox (ALUMN 1902)
March 30, 1988 . )
Far West vs. East All Star Match Board 6

1. el e5 2., Nf3 Ne6 3. Bb5 a6 4. Bxeb dxe6 5. 0-0 f6 6. dU exdd 7.
Nxd4 ¢5 8. NDb3 Qxdi1 9. Rxdl Bd7 (In My 60 Memorable Games Fischer szys
"9, . .Bd7 offers defensive prospects." Another try: 9...Bd6 10. Na5! b5
11. el NeT 12. Be3 £5 13. Nec3 fi4 14, e5! Bxe5 15. Bxc5 and White is cn
top [Fischer-Portisch].) 10, Na5 0-0-0 11. cl4 b6 12. Nb3 Bgl 13. Rxd3+
Kxd8 14. Nc3 Bd6 15. h3 Beb 16. Nd2 c6 (16...Be5 was worth considering)
17. b3 Ne7T 18. Nf3 Ngb 19. Be3 Ne5 20. Nxe5 Bxe5 21. Rd1+ Ke7 22. Xs
Rd8 (Although Black must contest the open d-file, trading material does not
make his defensive task any easier.) 23. Rxd8 Kxd8 24. f4 Bb2 25. Kf2 X7
26. Kf3 a5 27. gl a4 28. hl Kdbé 29. £5 Bf7 30. g5 axb3 31. axb3 b5 32. N4
(A critical position. Each side has a pzwT

’// majority they want to convert into a paSee:
///%//// / pawn. Which pawn should Black take at trhis
4 ’ / point? If 32...bxcd then a) 33. gb hxgb 3i.

% g ,, _ fxgb Bxgbd! 35. ng6 cxb3 and Black has gocd

winning chances. D) 33. bxcld Bxcl 34, N=3
fxg5 35. hxg5 gb with an unclear positioz.}
£xg5?! 33. Nd3! Bdid 34. e5+! (Black cannc:
take 34...Bxe5 because of 35. Bxe5+!) Ke7 35.
Bxg5+ Ke8 (Black King is forced to a passive
position; it will not be able to leave e:Z
Position after 32. Nfu until the end of the game.) 36. eb Bh5+ Zz7.

Kel bxcd (This fixes Black's doubled Pawns giving White a virtual passzi
Pawn advantage. Better was 37...Bd1. After 38. cxb5 cxb5 39. bl Be2!

40, bxe5 BxeS5 Black has no fewer chances than White. However, White ,
preserves winning chances with 38. Be3! Bxb3 39. cxb5 cxb5 U0. Nxe5 Zxe5
k1., Bxe5) 38. bxcl Be2 39. Bel (Be3! was better. If all the pieces wzrsz
exchanged, White would have an easy win. After 39...Bf6 40. Bxe5 Bxd3

41, Kxd3 Bxhl4 42, Bdl4, White is much better because of his active Kinz.)
g6 U40. fxgb Bxd3+ U41. Kxd3 hxgé L2. Bgh
(At this point Black seemed convinced that

the ending was drawn, but if so, he must » %ﬁl A%%§§2¢/ %z
be able to prove it'witﬁ very accurate }{ 143 226 ééé
defense.. White's ng is free to roam the // //ﬁ/ ///%
board while Black's King is totally ///? 7/1; // ’i@f
immobile. White must now exchange the /%/ ﬁ@: /% yie
Kingside Pawns to allow White's King to » _ :/ A%yyf &
penetrate on the White squares. Black is 4%7 %%§§é%i Z%y/
forced to an aimless wait.) Bb2 43. Kel ‘ //% // % %
Bdl4 44, Kf3 Be3 U5. Kglt Bd4 46. h5 7

gxn5+ U47. Kxh5 Be3 U48. Kgb Bdli U9, KfS —
Bec3 50. Bf6 Bd4 (Obviously, Black cannot
exchange Bishops: If 50...Bxf6 51. Kxf6 Position after 42. Bgs



— 3

Kf8 52. Kf5 Ke8 [52...Ke7 53. Ke5] 53. Kel Kf8 54, Kfl Ke8 55. Kf5 +=) 51,
Bg5 Be3 52. BnY4 Bd4 (Or 52...Bb2 53. Bf2 Bd4 54. Bg3! KeT [54...Bgt 55.

Ke5! but 54...Kf8! is OK since
56. Kell Ke7! 57. Bxd4 cxdd 58. Kxd4 Kxe6
53. Bf6 Bf2? (53...Kf8! was required.
trouble after 55.
is c) 54. Be5 Ke7.

60. Kxcb Bd4 61. Kd5 Bf2 62. Bfl Black resigns.
62...KeT 63. Bd6+ Ke8 64. Bxe5 Bel 65. Bdé6 Ba5 66. ¢5 Kd8 67.
c7+! Bxe7 69. BxcT7 Kxe7 70. Ke5 Kd8 71. Kd6 Ke8 72. e7 +-) [ 1 - 0 ]

White cannot make progress with '55. Be5 Ke8
==] 55, Be5 Ke8 56. Kel KeT!
a) 54, Bxdl¥ cxdd and White is in
Keld c5! or 55. ¢5? d3! b) 54, e7+ Kf7 is OK for Black as
Even after d) 54. Bd8 Ke8 55. Bec7 Ke7 Black holds on.)
54, Keld Bg3 55. Bg5 Bf2 56. Ke5S Bg3+ 57. BflY Bf2 58,

Kd6 Bd4 59. Bg5 Bf2

(Now there is no defenss.

cb Bbb 68.
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